VETERINARY ASSISTANCE
that it causes are by no means so formidable as they have been, for instance, in South Africa. But they are still sufficient to throw back the cultivation of a district, and to ruin large numbers of cultivators, and inoculation has proved so indisputably successful that it has overcome all the objections that at first were urged against it. The number of cattle that are annually inoculated has risen to a quarter of a million,
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENTS
The simplest and directest means of lessening the poverty of the Indian people is undoubtedly to improve their methods of fanning. The cultivators have much to learn and to reform. Certain of them, generally low-caste men, work their fields with the industry and skill of the best market-gardeners. But, on the whole, the land produces much less than should be expected of it, subdivided as it is into very small holdings. Under a similar pressure in Japan the plough has given way to the** spade: the fields are hand-tilled: wheat and barley, when irrigated, are carefully dibbled on the ridge and furrow system which permits the water to reach the roots without caking the earth that overlies them : the utmost use is made of sewage. The Indian cultivator turns the smallness of his holding to no such practical advantage, and farms three or four acres in the methods that he would follow with a holding of tenfold this area. His implements are of the lightest: but he works them with cattle power. Good cultivators recognise the advantage of selecting their seed, and reserve for this purpose the finest heads of maize, and the first pickings of cotton. But the generality sow the seed that first comes to hand, often obtaining it on loan from their landlord, or the village money-lender, or, in the case of cotton, from the ginning factory, where good and bad pass together through the mill. Manure is not preserved, and sewage will not be handled. That
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